ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



THE ANNUAL REPORT 



OF the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland, to the Lord E^u 
dated 9 August 1841. 




TO- HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH, EARL FORTESCUE, 

LORD LlEUTENANT-GENEtiAL, 

AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Vl/E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and corporate 
V ▼ seal are hereunto annexed, beg leave to submit to your Excellency the 
Annual Report of the Commissioners, pursuant to the provisions of the Act 
3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37. 

We have to state that a further instalment to the amount of 10,000 1. has been 
repaid in liquidation of the sum of 100,000 l. advanced to the Commissioners by 
the Board of Works, under the provisions of the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4 , c. 90 , thereby 
leaving a balance now due of 60,000 1. ' 7 

Since the date of the last Annual Report, it appears by the Returns of the 
Archbishops and Bishops that five Dignities, seven Prebends, one Canonry, and 
79 Benefices have become vacant ; of which 31 are liable to tax. In regard to 
the dignity of the Treasurership of the Cathedral Church of Limerick, and to 
the Prebend of Lattin, in the Cathedral Church of Emly, your Excellency and 
t e Council have ordered that the Parishes of Cahirvalla and Emlygrennan be 
disappropriated from said Dignity, and those of Clonpet, Cordangan, Corroge, 
Bruis, and Lattin from said Prebend, and transferred to the general fund of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners ; and on the recommendation of the Commissioners, 
your Excellency and Council have also ordered that the apppointment of Clerks 
to the Prebend of Kilmacdouagh in the Cathedral Church of Cloyne, to the 
iourth Canonry of the Cathedral Church of Kildare, and to the Rectory of 
lerryglass in the Diocese of Killaloe, be suspended, it appearing that the late 
Incumbents thereof had not cure of souls in any parish forming the corps of 
such Prebend or Canonry, or within the Rectory of Terryglass. And under the 
provisions of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c. 37, the Commissioners have suspended the 
appointment of Clerks to the five Benefices of Kilquane, in the Diocese of Ard- 
ert, of the annual value of 85 /. I s. 6 d . ; of Bodenstown, in the Diocese of Kil- 
dare, of the annual value of 63 l. 15s.; of Templebredin, in the Diocese of Emly, 
oi the annual value of 93/. 7 s. 6d.; of Tulloghorton, in the Diocese of Lismore, 
ol the annual value of 105/. 11 s. lid., and of Killure Union, in the Diocese of 
•Waterford, of the annual value of 149 /. Is. 6 d., it appearing by the certificates 
ol the respective Ordinaries that Divine Service had not been celebrated within 
any of these benefices within the three years ending 1st February 1833, but due 
provision has been made for the discharge of the spiritual duties in all the 
parishes so disappropriated, or to which the appointments of Clerks have been 
suspended as aforesaid. 

With reference to the several Churches which are under the superintendence 
o the Board, the sum appropriated for repairs within the year has amounted to 
7,395 l. and is now in course of expenditure, although by the account hereunto 
annexed it will appear that an expenditure to a greater amount has taken place 
under this head, in consequence of previous engagements having been dis- 
charged within the current year. 

Commissioners continue to receive favourable reports of the general state 
o the Churches; but it is to be expected that the outlay on repairs cannot fail 
o iorm a considerable item of their expense, not merely from the nature of 
ese buildings, but from the postponement of internal works of painting and 
l42- a cleaning. 
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cleaning, and the enclosure of Church-yards, in consequence of the great demand 
for other works of a more urgent character. 

In the rebuilding and enlarging of Churches a sum of 18,626 l. 14 s. has been 
expended on such works of this nature as had been previously provided for; but 
in consequence of the payment made in part liquidation of the 100,000 l. above- 
mentioned, in compliance with the directions of the Lords of the Treasury, the 
Commissioners have been unable in this year to appropriate any money to the 
purposes either of rebuilding or enlarging. 

As your Excellency and the Council have approved of the proportion in which 
the Dean and Chapter and the Commissioners shall contribute to the repairs 
of the Parochial Cathedral Church of Elphin, an estimate to the amount of 
326 /. 175. 10 d. for such repairs as were considered necessary has been approved 
of, the Commissioners contributing two-thirds and the Dean and Chapter one- 
third of the expense required. 

Applications have been received from the Dean and Chapter of Limerick for 
repairing that Parochial Cathedral Church, but as it did not appear to the Com- 
missioners that this Cathedral had ever been repaired under any agreement 
entered into between the parishioners and the Dean and Chapter, but from and 
out of the Economy Fund, and by means of private subscriptions, the Commis- 
sioners have declined to make any recommendation to your Excellency and the 
Council on the subject. The Dean and Chapter, as the Commissioners are 
informed, subsequently submitted .their claim for contribution to your Excel- 
lency and the Council, and their request has not been complied with, in con- 
sideration of the amount of the Economy Fund at the disposal of the Dean and 
Chapter. 

Several communications have been received for the repairs of Churches and 
Chapels which have been erected at the sole expense of private individuals, or 
by means of private subscriptions, the most important of these being the Churches 
or Chapels built under the Down and Connor Church Extension Society. Xhe 
Churches of this kind amount at present to 54 in number, and as the repairs 
of these buildings may entail a very serious expense on the Commissioners, they 
require to be satisfied that such buildings have been executed in a workmanlike 
and satisfactory manner before they shall undertake the superintendence and 
repair of them. 

The sum required for Clerks’ and Sextons’ salaries, and the requisites. neces- 
sary for the celebration of Divine Service in Churches, Chapels, and Licensed 
Houses of Worship, will show a small increase when compared with the expendi- 
ture under this head in preceding years, and as it will become necessary to 
provide for the salaries of Clerks and Sextons, and for the supply of requisites in 
District Churches lately erected, as also in Churches built from and out of funds 
not supplied by the Board, an increased expenditure under this head may be 



expected. 

The Commissioners having, in Michaelmas Term last, obtained judgment in 
their favour on the question pending between the Earl of Glengall and them in 
respect of the Rectorial Tithes of the parish of Cahir, the subject was again 
brought under the consideration of your Excellency and the Privy Council, who 
have been pleased to direct that the appeal of the Earl of Glengall should be 
dismissed, and the certificate of the Tithe-composition Commissioners confirmed. 
An agent lias therefore been appointed for the collection of the Rectorial 1 ithes 
of this parish. 

Referring to the recommendations of the Commissioners in respect to the 
Vicars Choral of Cloyne, Ross, and Tuam, and of the Minor Canonry of 
Ardlert, the properties of these Corporations, amounting to the estimated sum ot 
1,480 1. 18 s. 10 d. have, by an Order of Council, been vested in the Commis- 
sioners; but as these estates are, by the provisions of the Act 6 & 7 Will- 4, 
subject to all charges and incumbrances at the time affecting the same, the 
Commissioners are required to apply the issues and profits accordingly, post- 
poning to the demise or cession of the existing members the consideration ol an 
adequate provision for such and so many of their successors as may be required 
for the effectual discharge of the respective duties. The recommendation ol the 
Commissioners in regard to the Vicars Choral of Cork is the only one which 
remains undisposed of by your Excellency and the Council. , 

The Bislioprick of Meath having become vacant within the year, as also the 
Deanery of St. Patrick’s, your Excellency and the Council have disappropn ate ^ 
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from the Bishoprick tithes to the amount of 1,038/. 95. 2d., and from the 
Beanery tithes to the amount of 189/. 125. 8 d., and transferred same to the 
Commissioners, subject however to the payment, by way of augmentation to 
certain Perpetual Cures erected within the parishes appropriated to these 
dignities, salaries to the gross amount of 1,168/. 95. 5 d. And with reference 
to a charge of 6,314/. 145. 2 \d. subsisting on the See-house of Meath, a por- 
tion of that charge, amounting to 1,262/. 185. 10 d., has been directed, by 
Order of Council, to be discharged by the Commissioners, in consideration of the 
disappropriated Tithes so vested in them as aforesaid. 

The Commissioners have caused the House and Mensal Lands of Cashel, and 
the Demesne Lands of Raphoe, to be re-advertised ; but they regret to say they 
have not received such an offer as they would be justified in recommending for 
the approbation of your Excellency. 

We have to report that 53 applications have been received within the year 
from immediate tenants, and five from sub-tenants, for the purchase of perpe- 
tuities in their respective holdings ; and purchases completed by immediate 
tenants to the amount of 46,073 /. 35. lid., of which 12,933/. 135. has been 
secured by mortgage, pursuant to the provisions of the statute, and 
33,139/. 105. 11 d. paid into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Perpe- 
tuity Purchase Fund ; but the great difficulty in obtaining the requisite informa- 
tion for the calculation of the terms of purchase in the cases of applications from 
sub-tenants, has materially impeded their progress. 

The Commissioners have received a copy of the Order in Council, approving 
of the Benefices to which the Lord Primate and Archbishop of Dublin are 
empowered to nominate and present one of the Fellows or ex-Fellows of the 
College of- the Holy and Undivided Trinity, near Dublin, the names of which 
Benefices are as follow : Carrickmacross, in the Diocese of Clogher ; Drum- 
holm, in the Diocese of Raphoe ; Clonallon, in the Diocese of Dromore ; Skreen, 
in the Diocese of Killalla ; the Union of Ballyma'cward and Clonkeen, in the 
Diocese of Clonfert ; the Union of St. John’s, Sligo, in the Diocese of Elphin ; 
Kilmanagh, in the Diocese of Ossory ; Drum cannon, in the Diocese of Water- 
ford ; Ballymoney, in the Diocese of Cork ; and Lea, in the Diocese of Kildare ; 
and the Commissioners have directed copies of the said Order in Council, so far 
as relates to the. respective Diocesans, to be communicated to each of them. 

The proceeds- arising from the sums bequeathed by the late Primate Boulter 
for the buying of Glebes, and the augmentation of Small Livings, and from the 
bequest of the late Primate Robinson, have been kept separate and distinct from 
all the other funds, pursuant to the provisions of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c. 37. The 
Commissioners, however, now annex an Account of the proceeds arising. from 
these sources respectively, by which it will appear, as regards Primate Boulter s 
bequest, that the Receipts within the year have amounted to 4,299 /. 4 5. 7 d., 
exclusive of the Balance from the former Account, and the payments in the way 
of Augmentation Salaries granted under the Regulations of the late Board of 
First Fruits, to the sum of 4,534 /. 12s. 2 d., leaving a balance of 2,336 /. 18s. 4 d. 
to meet the half-yearly payments, which will fall due the 25th of September 
next. The only revenue arising from Primate Robinson s Bequest is the 
annual interest on 602/. 10 s. 3 d. Three per Cent. Consols, which is available, 
under certain regulations, for building Glebe-houses in the Diocese of Armagh 
and Province of Ulster. . . 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners to the 
1st instant, is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the 
receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied. 

All which is humbly submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

RICHARD DUBLIN. 

(seal ) CHARLES KILDARE. 

STEPHEN CASHEL. 

HENRY MEREDYTH. 

JOHN C. ERCK. 

W. C. QUIN. 



Board-Room, 30, Upper Merrion-street, 
9 August 1841. 



Thomas Bushe , Secretary. 
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AN ACCOUNT of RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS 



RECEIPTS : 

Balance of General Fund, 1 st August 1840 
Ditto of Perpetuity Purchase Fund, ditto 

Received from Waterford and Lismore See Estates - 
„ Killalla and Achonry ditto 

„ Clonfert and Kilmacduagli ditto 

„ Raphoe ditto - 

„ Ossory ditto - 

„ Cork and Ross ditto - 

„ Ardagh ditto 4 

„ Timber on Clonfert demesne, balance 

„ Ditto on Cloyne ditto, third instalment 

„ Revenues from suspended dignities 

„ Ditto - - ditto - benefices 
„ Ditto from disappropriated tithes 



£. s. d. | £. s. d. 



5,767 


8 


11 


6,212 


18 


n 


4,955 


16 


8 


4,249 


- 


8 


3,301 


13 


- 


6,383 


11 


- 


4,677 


3 


4 


4,083 


5 


5 


3,068 


1 


10 


441 


4 


8 


322 


11 


7 


4,103 


6 




2,275 


4 


7 


1,470 


9 


45 



14,980 7 6J 



30,718 11 11 : 



Charge on the See of Derry ------- 

Tax on bishoprics and benefices 

Repayment of glebe-house loan instalments - 

Sales of Perpetuities 

Ditto of Three per Cent. Consols, 23,400 l. - 

Interest on ditto, half year on 33,000 1., and half year on 19,600 1. 

Ditto on Perpetuity Mortgages - - 

Expenses incurred in calculating Perpetuities not completed, and 
detained from deposits -------- 

Sales of Perpetuity printed forms ------ 

Contributions from Economy Funds for repairs of Cathedrals 

Bequest for keeping Donamore Church in repair - - 

Parochial subscriptions for re-building and enlarging churches, 
stoves, &c. - -- -- -- -- - 

Monies granted and returned unapplied - - - - - 



4,160 - - 
7,488 1 1 

3,321 7 II 
33,139 10 11 
20,940 1 7 
789 - - 
3,227 17 - 



21 8 1 
7 10 10 
117 7 8 
7 7 .8 

2,894 14 - 
277 13 11 



Primates Boulter’s and Robinson’s Funds. 



£. 130,703 17 



Receipts : 

Balance of Primate .Boulter’s Fund, 1st August 1840 
Ditto - ditto - Robinson’s ditto - 
Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund 
Ditto - - - ditto - - - Robinson’s ditto 



£. s. d. 
2,572 5 11 



- 16 5 




- 4,299 4 7 




■ - 18 1 6 




£ 


6,890 7 6 
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for One Year, ending the 1st day of August I84t. 



DISBURSEMENTS: £. s . d. I £. d.- 



For re-building and enlarging churches - 
„ Repairs or ditto - 

,, Extraordinary repairs of ditto - - - - 

„ Yearly estimates for church expenses - 
„ Bibles and Prayer-books, applied for in yearly estimates 
„ Parchment for registry books, ditto - 
„ Printing and binding, including registry books, ditto 



32,233 19 9 

75 19 8 

258 5 - 

425 4 7 



18,626 14 - 
24,778 12 4 
2,54 7 15 



32,993 9 - 



„ Payments to the Bishop of Cork 
„ Stipends to Dublin curates 
„ Ditto to perpetual and other curates 
„ Ditto to vicars choral of Cashel, &c. 
„ Ditto to diocesan schoolmaster - 



2,015 - - 
1,305 5 10 
383 11 1 

63 14 3 



1,600 - - 



3,767 11 2 



„ Salaries to commissioners, secretary, treasurer, clerks, &c. - 6,275 10 - 

„ Payment on account of loan to Board of Public Works - 10,000 - - 

„ Interest on balance of loan of 100,000 Z. to ditto - - - 2,778 14 7 

12,778 14 7 



» Incidents, consisting of rent, taxes, office furniture, coals, 



candles, &c. 1,312 10 - 

„ Postage 138 6 10 

„ Registrar’s fees for attested copies of documents, - 9 8 6 

„ Care-taker’s wages, taxes, and other expenses on See-houses, 

and mensal lands undemised - 246 2 - 

„ Stationery for one year - 228 11 11 

» Advertising for proposals for church work - - - 296 4 - 



„ Solicitors, for personal services for year 1839 - - - 1,000 - - 

„ Ditto for disbursements, &c. incurred, ditto - - - 360 4 5 



„ Ditto for personal services for year 1840 - 1,000 - - 

„ Ditto for disbursements, &c. incurred, ditto - - - 351 16 1 



n Rentcharges, &c. returned to Rep rs of former incumbents - 

>. Tax on benefices overpaid and returned ------- 

» Enrolling and registering Perpetuity Deeds ------ 

Balance of General Fund, 1st August 1841 - - - 6,447 7 5 

Ditto of Perpetuity Purchase Fund ditto - 15,921 9 6 \ 



2,231 3 



1,360 4 



1,351 16 

79 7 

13 2 
31 - 



3 



6 



1 

l 

9 



22,368 16 11 l 

£. 130,703 17 3 £ 



Primates Boulter’s and Robinson’s Funds. 



Disbursements : 

Taid stipends in augmentation of small benefices 
Balance of Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1st August 1841 
Ditto - ditto - Robinson’s ditto - - - 



£. s. d. 

- 4,534 12 2 

- 2,336 18 4 

18 16 11 



£. 



6,890 7 5 
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REPORT of the Ecclesiastical Commissi 
for Ireland to the Lord Lieutenant, for th 
ending tst day of August 1841. 
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